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INTRODUCTION. 

THE of 
Society 
Arts, Manufactures, 

for the Encouragement 
and Com- of Arts, Manufactures, and Com- 

merce, having been established on the most 

disinterested principles, and actuated by 
the most liberal motives (the benefit of 

mankind in general, and of their country 
in particular) ; it may be satisfactory to the 

publick, to take a general view of their 

transactions, and examine into some of the 

good effects produced by their laudable 
endeavours. 

To effect this purpose, the Society have 

resolved to change the mode in which their 

annual book of premiums has been hither- 

to printed, and, instead of publishing only 
a number of advertisements, to add at the 

end of each class a few select papers com- 

municated to them, and which have refe- 

rence to that class to which they are an- 

nexed, 



vi INTRODUCTION, 

nexed, and thus every year produce to the! 

publick, some of the discoveries which 

have come to their knowledge, respecting 
inventions or improvements made in the 

various matters which have been objects 
of their attention and consideration. This, 
it is presumed, will furnish an useful and 

entertaining work, serving to communicate 

the labours of the ingenious of one part 
of the British dominions, to the inhabi- 

tants of the other; a plan, which, it is 

hoped, will appear very eligible to all, 
but particularly to those who have ob- 

served the slow progress with which useful 

knowledge is disseminated. 

In the year 1777 a committee was ap- 

pointed to examine the proceedings of the 

Society, from its institution to the year 
1776, inclusive, who carefully extracted 

the several articles for which premiums 
or bounties had been given, and arranged 
them under the respective classes to which 

they belong; distinguishing, in different 

columns, the year when, and the persons 
to 



INTRODUCTION. vii 

to whom such rewards were adjudged; 
if pecuniary, the sum; if honorary, of 

what kind, 

This enabled the Society, in the year 

1778, to print a work in folio, entitled, 
" A Register of the Premiums and Boun- 
" ties given by the Society, instituted at 
" London, for the encouragement of Arts, 
" Manufactures, and Commerce, from the 
" 

original Institution in 1754, to the year 
" 1776, inclusive." 

As this work was more immediately in- 

tended for the use of the members, who 

are each entitled to a copy, it has been 

judged proper to lay before the publick 
at large, the summary abstracts of the se- 

veral rewards given in the different classes 

into which that work is divided, adding 
thereto the honorary and pecuniary rewards 

which have been bestowed by the Society 
since that publication ; thereby showing at 

one view, the sums of money expended, 
and the honours conferred, with a design 

of 
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of promoting the Arts, Manufactures, and 

Commerce of this country. 

It would have enlarged this volume be- 

yond its intended size, to have pointed out 

the publick benefits derived from each 

article; but some of those which have 

been productive of great national and 

commercial advantages, are more parti- 

cularly mentioned in the observations an-« 

nexed to each class. 
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